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those in labor and in the puerperal period, and from women having 
eclampsia, produces in guinea-pigs light or severe anaphylactic shocks; 
and this was confirmed by autopsy. Subcutaneous or intraperitoneal 
injections of urine from patients not evidently toxemic, produced 
no symptoms in white mice. Where decomposed urine, or altered 
urine was employed, death followed with hyperemia of the abdominal 
organs. The toxicity of urine measured by the temperature reaction 
was very little increased in healthy pregnant patients. In patients 
in labor, it was somewhat lessened, and in puerperal patients, some¬ 
what increased. In 2 cases of severe eclampsia occurring during 
labor, the urine taken in the period of dilatation was exceedingly 
toxic, while in the third case there were slight convulsions, and the 
urine was scarcely altered from the normal. 

A curious contribution to the therapeutics of eclampsia^ is made 
by Walcher, Jr. ( Zentralbl . /. Gyndk., 1912, xlii). Acting upon 
Sellheim’s suggestion that the breasts contain toxins which have a 
part in the production of eclampsia, he has treated, in the clinic at 
Stuttgart, 11 cases of eclampsia by extracting colostrum from the 
breasts in many cases, followed by the infiltration of salt solution. 
The results seem to indicate that this procedure may be useful in 
checking convulsions. 

Zinsser {Zcitschr. f. Geburts. a. Gyndk., 1912, Band Ixx, Heft 1) 
has investigated the function of the kidneys in eclampsia. He believes 
that in eclampsia the chlorides are retained and not excreted nor¬ 
mally by the kidneys, and that this has to do with the production 
of eclampsia. He has made observations to determine the percentage 
of sodium chloride in the blood of cclamptics, and also in the excre¬ 
tion of cclamptics at the time of the convulsions. His cases numbered 
31, and for 14 he gives curves illustrating his observations. He finds 
that in eclamptic cases with dropsy, where there is a sudden and 
permanent arrest in the excretion of chlorides, usually in the form 
of chloride of sodium, and where there is no other clinical reason 
for this phenomenon, that this constitutes a symptom of dangerous 
and often fatal intoxication. When, on the other hand, the percentage 
of chlorides in the urine is high, it is a symptom which justifies a 
favorable prognosis. 
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Prophylaxis of Carcinoma ol the Cervix.—Bossi ( Zcntralbl . /. Gyn., 
1913, xxxvii, 1000) has recently issued an appeal to all gynecologists 
to consider more carefully what he considers the true prophylaxis of 
cervical enneer, namely, the early, surgical treatment of nil minor, 
non-malignnnt injuries and inflammations of the cervix. To treat 
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such conditions with locnl Applications, caustics, etc., as is so com¬ 
monly practiced, is, in his opinion, utterly unjustifiable; the chronic 
inflammations and tissue hyperplasias that arc caused by such treat¬ 
ment are, he thinks, often the direct cause of a subsequent malignant 
development. All ulcers of the cervix should be removed, hyperplastic 
areas of endometrium curetted away, and small lacerations repaired 
by suitable plastic operations; if this policy were uniformly carried 
out we would see vastly less uterine cancer than is now the case. 
Bossi says that ns he looks back on his years of practice he finds that 
he has performed such plastic operations on over 7000 patients, and 
so far ns he has been able to determine, in no single instance has one 
of these women subsequently developed a cervical carcinoma. A 
record such as this, together with the foot that cancer is in no wise 
contagious, is for him proof positive that the disease is absolutely 
non-microbic, but purely histologic in origin; he thinks that a truly 
humanitarian and scientific undertaking would be a propaganda 
against uterine cancer which should have for its basis the early, 
reparative, surgical treatment of benign affections of the cervix and 
uterine cavity. 

Hydrotherapy In Gynecology.—In a communication presented before 
the Congress of Physicians and Naturalists, held in Vienna last Sep¬ 
tember, Klein ( Fraueniirzt , 1913, xxviii, 541) reports on the results 
obtained in the treatment of various gynecological conditions by means 
of hydrotherapy in the year and a half since the plant was installed 
in the Wertheim Clinic. He says that the results were in general 
exceedingly good, and in some instances most astonishing. The 
indications for this form of therapy include both functional and 
organic disturbances; especially good results were obtained in the 
treatment of all the types of disease commonly grouped under the 
term "sexual neurasthenia,” but many true organic conditions also 
show marked improvement or complete cure. Among these may be 
mentioned particularly perimetric adhesions, exudates following 
salpingo-oophorectomy, extensive parametric exudates, chronic inflam¬ 
matory adnexal masses, etc. In conjunction with various forms of 
hydrotherapy, mud baths have also been found of great benefit in 
some of these chronic inflammatory lesions. Mein emphasizes the 
importance of a thorough mastery of the technique of this form of 
therapy in all its details, and thinks that much of the skepticism 
which exists toward it is the result of poor results obtained from a 
lack of knowledge os to the indications and contra-indications on the 
one hand, and of the technique on the other. 

Formalin Treatment of Leukorrhea.—The technique and results of 
a new form of treatment for leukorrhea, recently introduced at the 
Baudeloqiie Clinic, are described by Le Masson and MAnciiAi, ( Ann. 
de Gyn, cl d’Obst., 1913, xl, 731). This consists in the introduction 
into the vagina of nascent formalin gas, a process which may be accom¬ 
plished by one of several methods. The simplest is merely to fold a 
few crystals of potassium permanganate in a small square of gauze, 
sprinkle it well with full strength formalin solution, and introduce it 
by means of dressing forceps into the vagina through a speculum. 



